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based on the fact that the monthly beneficiary premium under 
the plan was greater than the low-income benchmark premium 
amount.’’. 
(b) AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY TO AUTO-ENROLL SUBSIDY 

ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS IN PLANS THAT WAIVE DE MINIMIS PRE-
MIUMS.—Section 1860D–1(b)(1) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1395w–101(b)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (C), by inserting ‘‘except as provided 
in subparagraph (D),’’ after ‘‘shall include,’’

(2) by adding at the end the following new subparagraph: 
‘‘(D) SPECIAL RULE FOR PLANS THAT WAIVE DE MINIMIS 

PREMIUMS.—The process established under subparagraph 
(A) may include, in the case of a part D eligible individual 
who is a subsidy eligible individual (as defined in section 
1860D–14(a)(3)) who has failed to enroll in a prescription 
drug plan or an MA–PD plan, for the enrollment in a pre-
scription drug plan or MA–PD plan that has waived the 
monthly beneficiary premium for such subsidy eligible in-
dividual under section 1860D–14(a)(5). If there is more 
than one such plan available, the Secretary shall enroll 
such an individual under the preceding sentence on a ran-
dom basis among all such plans in the PDP region. Noth-
ing in the previous sentence shall prevent such an indi-
vidual from declining or changing such enrollment.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by this sub-
section shall apply to premiums for months, and enrollments for 
plan years, beginning on or after January 1, 2011. 
SEC. 3304. SPECIAL RULE FOR WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS REGARDING 

ELIGIBILITY FOR LOW-INCOME ASSISTANCE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1860D–14(a)(3)(B) of the Social Secu-

rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w–114(a)(3)(B)) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new clause: 

‘‘(vi) SPECIAL RULE FOR WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS.—
Notwithstanding the preceding provisions of this sub-
paragraph, in the case of an individual whose spouse 
dies during the effective period for a determination or 
redetermination that has been made under this sub-
paragraph, such effective period shall be extended 
through the date that is 1 year after the date on which 
the determination or redetermination would (but for 
the application of this clause) otherwise cease to be ef-
fective.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made by subsection (a) 
shall take effect on January 1, 2011. 
SEC. 3305. IMPROVED INFORMATION FOR SUBSIDY ELIGIBLE INDIVID-

UALS REASSIGNED TO PRESCRIPTION DRUG PLANS AND 
MA–PD PLANS. 

Section 1860D–14 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w–
114) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (d) as subsection (e); and 
(2) by inserting after subsection (c) the following new sub-

section: 
‘‘(d) FACILITATION OF REASSIGNMENTS.—Beginning not later 

than January 1, 2011, the Secretary shall, in the case of a subsidy 
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